
Everything you need to know about starting a chapter at

your university or in your community.

HOW TO  

START A 

CHAPTER

DELTA PSI EPSILON CHRISTIAN SORORITY, INC.

...and make history in the process!
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We want to be 
revolutionary, not 
merely relevant.
Our goal is to tell 
the world more about 
Jesus through
our lives and our 
testimony.
founder vila-sheree watson
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On January 16, 1999, Delta Psi Epsilon Christian Sorority, Inc. is—the premier 
sorority for Christian women—was established by Founders Carla Griffith, 
Vila-Sheree Watson, and Nicole Gardner. This sorority was formed to give 
women an opportunity to become apart of a Greek-lettered organization 
while holding fast to their Christian values. Many strides were taken through 
the years to further cement and solidify the organization before becoming 
national in 2004. Currently, our sorority is established on several campuses 
and communities throughout the nation.
 

Read more about our history and purpose at www.deltapsiepsilon.com.

Through our sorority, our goals are to: 

CONNECT like-minded women through the vehicle of sisterhood,

REACH further in evangelism. It takes many hands to have an impact!

RECOGNIZE the God-given leadership skills within women and help 
them to flourish with confidence.

About Delta Psi Epsilon
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From the Founder & National President

When we started this sorority—Founder Griffith, Founder Gardner and 
myself—we had the precise goal of reaching the world for Jesus 
Christ. We soon learned and began to understand through 
the process that endeavor takes people. That is many, many 
people across the nation and the world. Our mandate is a 
global mandate, and it begins with you!

Those key leaders that are mantled to start chapters in 
flagship cities across the world are the key to the original 
vision coming to pass. You are not simply signing up to join 
a sorority, you are declaring that you are planting a flag to be 
an outpost along with this great network of women that makes an 
impact in ministry and reaching the world for the glory of God!

We are delighted that you are joining us in this mission! Delta Psi Epsilon 
changed my life personally and spiritually. And, I know it will do the same for 
you. Leading this organization for the last 20 years has taught me who God is 
and how He wants to use us. I’m so grateful that we have been selected to do 
this great and mighty work in the lives of women worldwide.

FOUNDER VILA-SHEREE WATSON
National President
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GATHER your interest group

WRITE your letters of interest

COLLECT the names and contact information for your group roster

SUBMIT your Sorority Membership Application

PRESENT your true and best self through your interview

REMIT your membership intake fees

COMPLETE Delta Psi Epsilon’s membership intake program

PREPARE your colonization paperwork

Checklist for Starting a Chapter

I became a member of Delta Psi Epsilon because I wanted to 
venture out into “new territory”. I wanted to be around women of 
God that shared similar beliefs and passions. I also believed that 
God had a work for me to do in the community and this was an 
avenue for me to accomplish this part of God’s vision for my life. 

Soror Whitney Curry
Chapter Treasurer, beta omega

Member since 2008
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Gather Your Interest Group

You are uniquely aware of the needs of your city 
or university and how it needs to be reached for 
Christ. That means you should be able to share this 
opportunity with the right ladies to get a chapter 
started. You want to start with a minimum of 6 
people, I always recommend shooting for 20 or 
more. 

CAST A WIDE NET
One of the biggest mistakes that I see interest 
leaders make in building their groups is only 
talking to their friends and families about Delta 
Psi Epsilon. This actually delays your process of 
building your group, and as a result, the process 
that should take a few months takes years. And, 
it shows that you will be lacking in the area of 
recruitment if you ever become a member. If you 
cannot do it as an interest, you are likely not to be 
able to do it as a member.

While you should start inside of your circle--don’t 
stay there! Part of what makes this process great 
is to reach out to other women to help you form 
your chapter. Seek for those that go to a different 
church or are not in your social group. Your life 
will be enriched by these divine connections and 
friendships that will form for a lifetime. The best 
thing to do is to “cast a wide net”. 

STOP BEING SELECTIVE
Wait… what? I thought this was a sorority. Sounds 
weird, doesn’t it? When you are starting a chapter 
as an interest group leader it is not your place to 
be selective. (You will be much more selective when 
you are in an established chapter.) Until then, the 
sorority will “weed out” those that are not right for 
membership in Delta Psi Epsilon. 

So, instead of a casual mention over dinner with 
“your girls”, make an announcement at your church 
or post a flyer. Host an interest meeting using 
information from our national website. Leave flyers 
around the city in coffee shops, gyms and other 
places frequented by Christian women. Go to a 
Christian conference or concert and pass out flyers 
as people are leaving. Put flyers on the cars of 
people at the largest churches in your city. Host an 
interest meeting and publicize the event on local 
radio, in the paper, or online.
 

LIFE HAPPENS
Because life happens,  some interests do not 
always stay the course or certain things come 
up that people cannot continue with the process.  
There are tons of ways to get people interested 
and buzzing about Delta Psi Epsilon. The truth of 
the matter is, the group will either weed itself down 
or they will be weeded down by the sorority.
 
A simple case study:
There was an interest group of 19 women in a 
Southern town. The interest leader did a great 
job by “casting a wide net”. By the end of the 
membership intake process, 5 women stood strong 
as members of Delta Psi Epsilon Christian Sorority, 
Inc.
 
If you advertise to 50 people, only about 4 will 
show up to your interest meeting. Of those 4, only 
one will pursue membership. This shows you that in 
your city, you need to let hundreds of women know 
about Delta Psi Epsilon. Even if someone does not 
join the inaugural line, keep their name on file and 
invite them to the next meeting. You may have 
success with them as your recruit once you are a 
member.
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Writing Your Letters of Interest

I became a member of Delta Psi Epsilon 
not only for the opportunity to belong 
to a sorority, but to truly impact and 
influence women to live solely and 
wholeheartedly for Christ. While it is 
great to receive undying support and 
accountability from others, becoming 
a member also enables me to give the 
same to others inside and outside of the 
organization. Since becoming a member, 
I have been able to serve at the national, 
regional, and chapter levels. 

Soror Felicia James
beta omega

Member since 2008

Writing your letter of interest is one of the most 
important parts of the process of starting a chapter. 
This gives the reviewers a sense of your interest in 
the sorority and what you have to contribute as a 
member. Be sure to talk about who you are and how 
God has purposed to use you. It is also important to 
include information about why you’re choosing Delta 
Psi Epsilon—there are many Christian sororities that 
you could choose—over 50 in fact! (Note: It’s not 
enough to say that it is a Christian sorority.)

Because you are starting a chapter, it is always an 
added bonus to include information about how you 
plan to impact your city or your university for Christ! 
At each phase of the process, there is a review and 
acceptance or denial. So, please be vigilant with each 
submission.

COLLECT THE NAMES FOR 
YOUR ROSTER
As a group leader, you must submit a roster for all 
of the people in your group. This roster includes first 
name and last name, email address, mailing address, 
phone number, and classification (if undergraduate). 
You will be given instructions and a deadline on when 
to submit your roster and letters of interest.
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Submit Your Sorority Membership Application

The beginning of my journey starts with my love for God and His plan for 
my life. I am somewhat of a shy person and tend to “stay in a shell”. I 

wanted to find a way to come out of it and develop a bond with sisters 
who love the Lord. After spending time with these ladies—for about 
2 years—I knew this was the place that God could use me to serve 
His people. This was a way to get out of my comfort zone and be 
accountable to others. Not only that, it was an opportunity to learn 
and grow from these sisters. Hesitant and nervous at the beginning, 

doubting that I was good enough to stand alongside all of these 
spiritual women, God nudged me and said, “You are my child, you have 

a purpose and this is the vehicle I’m using for you to reach My people.” 
God has been bringing me out of my shell so that I can live out the plan He 
has designed for me. And, that is to be a part of Delta Psi Epsilon Christian 
Sorority, Inc. for His glory!

Soror Shelly McDaniel
Alpha Omega

Member since 2018

When your letter of interest has been approved, you 
will receive the link to complete the digital application. 
The application fee is $20. (This covers our process 
on the system that we use for collecting applications.) 
Just like the letter of interest, you want to spend time 
with completing your answers on your membership 
application to display your best. You will be given a 
deadline in which to submit your application. Be sure 
to indicate (in the drop-down menu) the chapter to 
which you are applying. Your application should be 
submitted with your recommendations, transcript and/

or degree. You will be given instructions on how these 
should be submitted. If you are a former Orchidette or 
a legacy, you do not have to submit recommendations.

What happens if my letter of interest or 
application is denied?
If your letter of interest is denied, you will not be 
moved into the application process. Denial at this 
phase does not mean a “forever” denial. You may 
apply again at another time.

PRO TIP!
Cut and paste the 

application questions in 

a Word document or Goo
gle doc. Sp

end 

some time refining your an
swers. This 

will give you
 time to make sure yo

ur 

answers are the 
best they c

an be! Cut 

and paste each
 answer back int

o your 

application when you’re read
y to submit.
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Present You!

Now it’s time to show your personality! We want to 
know who you are and determine your fit for Delta 
Psi Epsilon Christian Sorority, Inc. It is a good idea 
to focus on your communication skills, in particular, 
so you can speak clearly and concisely about the 
assets you can offer our sorority.

Here are some interview tips: 

PRACTICE AND PREPARE
Think about questions you could be asked based 
on the application. Strong answers are those that 
are specific but concise, drawing on concrete 
examples that back up what you’re offering. 
Be sure to listen carefully to the questions you 
are being asked during the interview to ensure 
your responses give the interviewer what they 
are looking for. Please have a list of your own 
questions ready. You will be asked if you have any 
questions. It is important to have at least one or 
two questions prepared in order to demonstrate 
your interest in the organization. Otherwise, you 
might come across as apathetic, which is a major 
turnoff. 

DEVELOP A CONNECTION 
WITH THE INTERVIEWER
In addition to indicating what you know about 
the sorority, you should also try to develop 
a connection with your interviewer. Know the 
interviewer’s name, and use it during the interview. 
Ultimately, building a rapport and making a 
personal connection can increase your chances. 

RESEARCH THE SORORITY
This step should go without saying, but still some 
come unprepared. Do your homework and research 

the sorority and the industry, so you are ready for 
whatever questions about the organization may 
come your way. 

PREPARE AHEAD
Don’t wait until the last minute to pick an interview 
outfit. Have one outfit ready, so you can be ready 
at any time. Please no lime green and/or purple. 
Be sure to style your hair and be neat and tidy. 

BE ON TIME 
(That Means Early)
Be on time for the interview. One time means five 
to ten minutes early. Give yourself a few extra 
minutes to pray and calm your nerves.

STAY CALM
During the interview, be relaxed and stay as calm 
as possible. Remember that your body language 
says as much about you as your answers to the 
questions. Proper preparation will allow you to 
exude confidence. Take a moment to think about 
your answer. That is a better option that using 
multiple “ums” or “uhs”. Remember, just be yourself.

FOLLOW-UP AFTER  
THE INTERVIEW
Always follow up with a thank you note reintering 
your interest in the orority. You can also include 
any details you may have forgotten to mention 
during your interview. If you are interviewing with 
multiple people, send each one a personal note. 
Send your thank you email within 24 hours of your 
interview.
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Remit Your Membership  
Intake Fees

I always wanted to be a part of a sisterhood, 
but I didn’t want to have to compromise 
in my Christian beliefs. Growing up, I was 
the only girl of three children, and I always 
wanted to have a sister. After graduating 
from college, the idea of being a part of a 
sorority was still in the back of my mind, but 
I never pursued it. One day a friend told me 
about Christian sororities, it was something 
about the organization that “set well” with 
my spirit. I like the fact that the sorority was 
about service and helping others, which is a 
part of my personal ministry. Also, when I saw 
the tagline, “The Sorority that Puts God First”, 
I knew in my spirit that I had found the right 
organization for me. I take my Christian walk 
very seriously, and I always want to represent 
Jesus Christ well. When I met the ladies of the 
Alpha Omega chapter, the chapter I would 
eventually become a member of, it felt like I 
have finally found the sisters I always wanted. 
They indeed showed true Christian love.

Soror Terri Maynie
National Ministries Director, alpha omega

Member since 2009

Member intake fees for Delta Psi Epsilon are $800 
per person. All fees are nonrefundable. Most national 
sororities have a membership intake fee of $1,000-
$2,500 per person. The membership intake fee covers: 

>Membership dues through the end of the year of 
application (Note: Membership dues are due annually 
in January)

>Membership activation fee

>Activity fees including handouts and materials

>Certificate & Pin

>Paraphernalia package

>Meals for our in-person meetings

MEMBERSHIP 
REQUIREMENTS
In order to become a member of Delta Psi 
Epsilon Christian Sorority, Inc., you must…

Be an undergraduate at an accredited college or 
university with a GPA of 2.5 or greater pursuing 

a Bachelor’s-level degree

OR
Be a graduate of an accredited college or 

university with a Bachelor’s degree
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Complete Your Membership Intake Program

I joined Delta Psi Epsilon simply because of what it stands for and 
that is to spread the love of Christ throughout the world. I find 
it refreshing for women to passionately work for the Lord. What 
I love about D-Psi-E is the love I have received. Additionally, we 
are a sorority that combines sisterhood and ministry and does not 
separate the two. 

Soror Felicia Hill
Zeta Omega, Member Since 2011

The purpose of the Membership Intake Program period 
in Delta Psi Epsilon Christian Sorority, Inc. is to give 
you time to gain the friendship of active sorors and 
other prospective members by sharing in service and 
ministerial projects and in doing so, developing your 
personal leadership ability and growing closer to God.

As a prospective member, you have an obligation to 
yourself to prove your beliefs in the
principles of Delta Psi Epsilon. No one will teach you 
the principles; they must be believed,
practiced, and lived by in order to help you understand 
Delta Psi Epsilon. You are responsible for attaining 
what you want from Delta Psi Epsilon. You have the 
responsibility to prove not only to the organization but 
also to yourself, that this sorority represents the ideals 
in which you believe. If you have pride in the sorority, 
you will share the love of God with others because that 

is not something to hide or keep from others.

Membership in Delta Psi Epsilon is earned, not granted, 
nor are there preconceived judgments of how good a 
person is or how good she will become. Many chapters 
have helped
their members to discover the best in themselves while 
engaging in service and ministry to others.

We must have quality in membership and quantity in 
ministry if Delta Psi Epsilon is to continue
challenging the best people in ministry. An organization 
that does not share the love of God
throughout the world will find itself frustrated by the 
seeming indifference of people. Delta Psi
Epsilon cannot be understood where it is unknown.

Visit our website to read our Hazing Policy. 
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Prepare Your 
Colonization Paperwork

I have always wanted to join a sorority 
but over the years, it just didn’t work out. 
In 2009, while having a conversation 
with a family member she mentioned 
seeing someone out with Greek letters in 
lime green and purple. Being inquisitive, 
I Googled and to my surprise saw 
the words “CHRISTIAN SORORITY”. 
I reached out and was immediately 
contacted by someone nationally and 
locally. I exchanged several messages 
and attended an event. Alpha Omega 
chapter continued to reach out to me. 
Finally, I allowed God to order my steps, 
I prayed. Seek first His Kingdom, and 
He will give you all you need! (Matthew 
6:33).

I used to say I found Delta Psi Epsilon 
by coincidence, but now I say God put 
D-Psi-E in my life. I was searching for 
ways to serve and give back to God a 
small portion of what He has given me. 
Now, I am a part of a sisterhood that 
serves not only the community but also 
serves Christ. “The Sorority that puts God 
first.”

Soror Cherese Gregory
Great lakes Regional Director, Alpha Omega

Member since 2010

Once you are a member, you will be given our 
manual that will help you charter in your city or 
at your university. These prescribed steps will be 
completed by the members of your chapters to fully 
and firmly establish your chapter. 

If you are seeking to get recognition on a university 
campus, please do not do so on your own. Work and 
consult with your Regional Director to help navigate 
the recognition process.

We look forward to working with you and your group. 
May God bless you as you prayerfully consider 
starting a chapter.

Questions? contact us today.

Email Founder Watson
vwatson@deltapsiepsilon.com

Join our Facebook Group
Women Interested In Delta Psi Epsilon

Leave a message 
on our website

www.DeltaPsiEpsilon.com


